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My family recently re-

turned from a vacation 

to Maui with my in -laws.  One the things 

we saw was the sunrise atop Mt. Halea-

kala. It was one of the most amazing 

sights I have ever seen.  

Before the sun rose above the  horizon, 

darkness covered the mountaintop. But 

when the sun appeared, it was a beautiful 

sight, and its light revealed the magnifi-

cence of the crater that was before us. 

Spiritually speaking, the world lies in 

darkness. Isaiah says (60:2), ñSee, dark-

ness covers the earth and thick darkness 

is over the peoples.ò This is because Sa-

tan is the ruler of this world. His king-

dom is one of sin and death. We, by na-

ture, are born in the darkness of sin, 

death, and unbelief.  

But Jesus, the Sun of Righteousness, 

came to bring light to the world. Zecha-

riah, the father of John the Baptist, 

prophesied of the coming Christ, saying, 

ñThe rising 

sun will 

come to us 

from 

heaven to 

shine on 

those living 

in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

to guide our feet into the path of 

peaceò (Luke 1:78-79).  

Jesus broke Satanôs darkness  over man 

when He crushed the devilôs head on 

Calvary. Jesus is the light that brings 

forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. He 

brings freedom from the darkness of 

Satanôs kingdom of sin and death.  

Jesus said, ñI am the light of the world; 

he who follows Me will not walk in the 

darkness, but will have the light of 

lifeò (John 8:12). What a beautiful light 

our Savior is!  

To the triune God be the glory forever 

and ever. Amen 

Message from Vicar Skogen...  

The Sun of Righteousness  

September 2009  

Fall Harvest Festival  
On Sunday, September 

20, King of Grace Lu-

theran Church will cele-

brate its yearly fall harvest 

festival. 

It will begin at 9:00 a.m. 

with a church service  at 

West Paint Creek Synod 

Lutheran Church, which is 

located about 6 miles east 

of Waukon on Elon Dr.  

Following the service will 

be a fun hayride and a 

good olô fashion Lutheran 

potluck.  

All are welcome to come 

join us!  

Call 568-3167 for any 

further information or 

check the website for 

more details. 

101 2nd St. NW 

Waukon, IA 52172 

563-568-3167 

www.kingofgracelutheran.org  

 

Pastor Kincaid Smith  

Vicar Joshua Skogen 

Upcoming Events : 

¶ Divine Services  

Sundays, 9:00 a.m. 

¶ Bible Studies  

Sundays 10:00 a.m. 

Wednesdays, 7 p.m. 

¶ Church Service 

and Hayride  

Sunday, Sept. 20, 

10:00 a.m. at West 

Synod Church 

¶ Corn Maze  

Sunday, Sept. 27, 

2:00 p.m. at Elgin, IA  

The sunrise atop Mt. Haleakala 
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Christ. It is not man -centered, but 

Christ-centered. That being the case, 

some may ask the question, ñHow is 

the liturgy relevant to me?ò The next 

answer will help. 

What is the direction of the liturgy?  

ñLiturgyò is from the Greek word for 

ñservice.ò As sinners, we 

have very little to offer God, 

but because Christôs perfect 

life and sacrificial death 

was for us,  God has much 

to offer us. Therefore, the 

primary direction of Christian wor-

ship is Godôs service to us. The lit-

urgy directs us to look with faith and 

dependence upon Christ, who alone 

gives us, through the Word and Sac-

raments,  the forgiveness of sins and 

eternal life, and also the strength to 

love our neighbor and to fight sin 

and Satan. Christ gives, we receive. 

The secondary direction of worship 

is our ñserviceò to God. That consists 

of giving Him thanks and praise for 

His grace and mercy. 

Before continuing to examine the 

elements of the historic liturgy, it 

would be good to understand both 

the focus and direction of the liturgy.  

What is the focus of the liturgy?  

The central figure  of Scripture is Je-

sus Christ. The central figure of 

Christianity is Jesus Christ. It 

only makes sense that the 

central figure in Christian 

worship is Jesus Christ. The 

focus of the liturgy is the per-

son and saving work of 

It can be beautifully understood 

why Paul in Rom. 3:24 adds the 

particle ñfreelyò to the word 

ñgraceò: ñWe are justified freely by 

His grace.ò For in Gen. 39:4 the 

text  says of Joseph: ñHe found 

grace in the eyes of his master.ò It 

is added that he was a fortunate 

man; that is, because of the out-

standing virtues Potiphar saw in 

Joseph, he was very fond of him 

and promoted him. Lest anyone 

think that we are justified and 

saved by the grace of God in this 

same way, Paul adds the particle 

ñfreelyò (ñwe are justified freely 

through His graceò) in order to 

show that God in the article of jus-

tification does not regard worthi-

ness, merit, cause, form, or any-

thing inherent in us by whatever 

name you call it as the reason for 

receiving us into grace. 

Although He found in us a cause 

why He could damn us, He by mere 

free goodness receives us to eternal 

life. This is what it means ñto be 

justified freely through the grace of 

God.ò So these two points cover the 

things of which we have spoken 

above: 1. In us there is nothing 

meritorious, no worthiness or cause 

for justification and salvation. 2. 

Because our nature is contaminated 

in many different ways by sins, we 

deserve the wrath of God and merit 

eternal damnation, and yet purely 

out of the mercy of God for the sake 

of His Son the Mediator, we have 

been accepted by God. This is what 

it means to be ñjustified freely.ò As 

the psalmist says: ñHe has not dealt 

with us according to our sins,ò Ps. 

103:10. 

                       - Martin Chemnitz  

The big news at this yearôs ELCAôs 

legislative assembly was their ap-
proval of homosexuality and homo-
sexual clergy. The same can be said 

about this decision as was said in the 
last newsletter about the Anglican 
Church. [Visit our website to view 

it. ]  

Another big moment at the assembly 

was when the ELCA declared full 
communion  with the United Meth-

odist Church (UMC). Full commun-

Know Your Liturgy: The focus and direction  

A Word From 
Our Fathers  

Current Events: ELCA declares full communion with UMC  
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Christ -

centered, 

and for us  

ion means that the involved church 

bodies, ñrecognize each other as 
churches in which the gospel is 
rightly preached and the sacra-

ments rightly administered accord-
ing to the Word of Godò and also 
include ña mutual lifting of any con-

demnations that exist between 
churchesò [quotes from ELCA web-
site].  

The ELCA is also in full communion 

with the Moravian Church, the 

Episcopal Church, the Presbyterian 
Church USA, the Reformed Church 

in America and the United Church 
of Christ. 

The ELCA claims to believe the writ-
ings of the Book of Concord. The 

Book of Concord is the confession of 
the Lutheran Church based on the 
teachings of Scripture. 

But in order to claim unity in doc - 

Continued on page 3  

Martin Chemnitz 

was a 16th cen-

tury Lutheran 

theologian, and 

one of the pri-

mary authors of 

the Formula of 

Concord, which 

resolved many of 

the doctrinal controversies that arose 

amongst Lutherans after Lutherôs 

death. It is commonly  said, ñIf Mar-

tin [Chemnitz] had not come along, 

Martin [Luther] would hardly have 

survived."  
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ELCA and ecumenism  
Continued from page 2  

trine with the other church bodies, 

the ELCA would have to compromise 

on the Lutheran  (and Scriptural) 

teachings on justification, conver-

sion, Baptism, the Lordôs Supper, the 

nature and power of Scripture, the 

purpose of the gospel (power to sal-

vation vs. social gospel), and the min-

istry.  

Christian unity is a good and worthy 

endeavor, however unity is not worth 

the price of losing Godôs truth.  

What is at stake? The gospel. It is 

the power of God to salvation. God 

graciously gave us the gospel to save 

us. At no cost should it be given up. 

The greatest commandment is ñLove 

the Lord your God with all your 

heart, soul and mindò (Mt 22:37). 

Loving God means obeying His word 

and keeping it pure among us.  

Of course God desires unity in His 

Church. But God also says, through 

His apostle Paul, ñNow I urge you, 

brethren, note those who cause divi-

sions and offenses, contrary to the 

doctrine which you learned, and 

avoid themò (Romans 16:17). God 

places correct doctrine above unity. 

Instead of loving others at the price 

of losing Godôs truth, let us ñspeak 

the truth in loveò (Ephesians 4:15). 

¶ Worship services  are at 9:00 

a.m. on Sundays. 

¶ We have fellowship time after 

church with coffee and treats. 

¶ We have activities throughout the 

year for the edification of our faith, 

and also for the enjoyment of 

Christian fellowship.  

¶ Check out our website for all the 

events at King of Grace 

www.kingofgracelutheran.org  

Family Fun Night Recap  

Bible Word Find  

The turnout was very good for our 

very first go at this event. The bingo 

table never died the whole night! 

Hot dogs, chips, lemonade, and ice 

cream were definitely hot items.  

Many people put in much time and 

planning for this event. The food, 

the games, and the company all 

came together for a fun and very 

successful evening.  
Bob and Pam consider trying the cast-
ing game after battling it out in the 
football toss. Meanwhile bingo plays in 
the background. 

It was a Wednesday evening, and 

the sun was beaming ! A handful 

of King of Grace members met 

early in the church parking lot to 

get everything set up. Several 

bright ideas came to life as we fin-

ished each station. We had bean 

bag toss, football throw, cast the 

fishing pole, kiddie pool with 

ducks, ice cream making, find the 

penny in the saw dust, andïa 

crowd favoriteïbingo. 
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¶ We have several opportunities for Christian 

education. 

¶ Bible Class  - Sundays 10 a.m. Currently 

we are studying the Augsburg Confession 

¶ Bible Class  - Most Wednesdays 7:00 

p.m. Currently we are studying the book 

of Hebrews. 

¶ Sunday School will be starting Sept. 13. 

¶ We also offer confirmation classes and 

adult information classes. 

 

Please 

join  

us! 

Find the words that fit each cate-

gory. Check off a blank for each 

word you find for the correspond-

ing category. 

Four Old Testament prophets 

starting with E _ _ _ _  

Three of Adamôs sons _ _ _ 

E Z E K I  E L L Z H 

R A E S C E Z R A P 

I  H S A B A R J I  E 

J N A S U T I  E P T 

A B A B Y L O N J E 

M Y I  E E R E T O R 

E Z N O E L I  S H A 

S E T H L F S A N J 

Jesusô three closest disciples 

_ _ _  

The two nations that took Israel 

and Judah into captivity _ _  
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K ing  o f  Grace  Lu theran  Chu rch  

King of Grace Lutheran Church is a congregation that be-

lieves in the inerrancy and authority of Scripture. We believe 

that Scripture is the unchanging truth, the very word of the 

eternal, almighty and unchanging God. We also believe that 

Scripture is the source of all doctrine of faith and life.  

The apostle John writes concerning his gospel, ñThese things 

are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His 

nameò (20:31). This is the purpose  of Johnôs gospel and the 

purpose of all of Scripture. Therefore, in accordance to this 

purpose, and by Godôs command,  everything we teach and 

practice centers on Christ and His sacrificial work for the 

salvation of souls.  

Regularly we gather together to continue to learn of Godôs 

grace toward us in Christ Jesus, and especially on Sundays, 

we gather to receive Christôs blessings of forgiveness of sins, 

life and salvation through Word and Sacrament.  

King of Grace Lutheran Church  
What is it about?  

Preaching Christ crucified 
for the salvation of souls  

Weôre on the Web! 

www.kingofgracelutheran.org  

Please send your email address to  

vicarskogen@kingofgracelutheran.org 

if you wish to receive this newsletter by 

email 

King of Grace Lutheran Church is a congregation of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS). 
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