
 Volume 1, Issue 3  

The Messenger 

King o f  Grace Lutheran Church  

 

Inside this issue:  

A Word from our 
Fathers 

2 

Know Your Liturgy 2 

Current Events: 
Christian Killed in 
Somalia 

2 

Bible Crossword 3 

Fall Festival Recap 3 

What do you think when 
you hear the words, ñThe 
righteousness of God?ò 
Consider Romans 1:17: 

ñFor in it [the gospel], the righteousness of 
God is revealed.ò Lutherôs understanding 
of the gospel hung on these words.  

The Roman Catholic Church of Lutherôs 
day believed ñthe righteousness of Godò to 
be Godôs holiness and His punishment of 
unrighteous sinners. This was Lutherôs 
understanding early in his life. 

At the age of 21, Luther joined the monas-
tery. As a monk, he starved himself, de-
prived himself of sleep, and even tortured 
his body in order to atone for his sins. He 
went to confession daily, tormenting him-
self to remember every sin. If any monk 
could have earned heaven, it was Luther. 
Luther said, ñI lived without reproach as a 
monk, but my conscience was disturbed to 
its very depths and all I knew about myself 
was that I was a sinner. I could not believe 
that anything that I thought or did or 
prayed satisfied God. I did not love, nay, I 
hated the righteous God who punishes 
sinners.ò If the gospel was about a wrath-
ful righteous God, it provided no comfort. 

In late 1518, or early 1519, while meditat-
ing on the rest of the words in Romans 
1:17, ñHe, who through faith is righteous, 
shall live,ò Luther finally learned, by the 
grace of God, that ñthe righteousness of 
Godò is not an active righteousness that 
man works for in order to please God, but 
it is ñthe passive righteousness with which 
the merciful God justifies us by faith.ò It is 
the righteousness of Christ that God cred-
its to those who have faith in His redemp-
tion.   

The gospel became clear to Luther. He 
wrote, ñHere I felt as if I were entirely 
born again and had entered paradise itself 
through gates that had been flung open.ò  

ñThe righteousness of God,ò was no longer 
a source of terror, but of great comfort. 
This was the gospel message that the Lu-
theran Reformation restored to the pulpits 
of churches and to the hearts of believers.  

We thank our merciful God for sending his 
servant Martin Luther to restore the pure 
preaching of the gospel, and we pray that 
God will continue to provide faithful ser-
vants who, through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, will preach the pure gospel in our 
churches today. 
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October events  
This month we are look-
ing forward to two events. 

Saturday, Oct. 10, will be 
the Womenôs Mission 
Rally held at Saude Lu-
theran Church in Lawler, 
IA. At this event, Bethany 
Lutheran College and 
Theological Seminary 
Professor Michael Smith 
and his wife, Anita, will be 

speaking about their trip 
to Ukraine to teach Vaca-
tion Bible School. 

Then, on Saturday Oct. 31, 
we will be hosting a Refor-
mation Party at King of 
Grace. Specifics for this 
event will be available 
soon at kingofgracelu-
theran.org. 
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Upcoming Events:  

¶ Divine Services  

Sundays, 9:00 a.m. 

¶ Bible Studies  

Sundays 10:00 a.m. 

Wednesdays, 7 p.m. 

¶ Womenôs Mission 

Rally  

Saturday, October 10 

¶ Reformation 

Party  

Saturday, October 31 

Check website for 

more details 

Reformation Day  

On October 31, 1517, Mar-

tin Luther posted the 95 

theses on the door of the 

Castle Church in Witten-

berg, challenging the Ro-

man Catholic Churchôs 

stance on papal authority 

and its sale of indul-

gences. This is regarded as 

the beginning of the Lu-

theran Reformation. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%201&version=NKJV
http://www.kingofgracelutheran.org/site/calgrid.asp?sec_id=180004190
http://www.kingofgracelutheran.org
http://www.kingofgracelutheran.org/site/calgrid.asp?sec_id=180004190


walk into church on Sunday, we walk 
in as sinners. ñIf we say that we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in usò (1 John 1:8). 

So that we do not approach God 
full of pride and deceit, we first 
confess of our sinfulness. As we 
confess our sins, we also trust in 
Christôs free forgiveness. In the 
catechism, Luther writes, 
ñConfession consists of two 
parts: one, that we confess our 
sins; the other, that we receive 
absolution, or forgiveness, from 

the pastor or confessor as from God 
Himself, and in no way doubt, but 
firmly believe that our sins are 
thereby forgiven before God in 
heaven.ò 

The pastor, in the stead of Christ, de-
clares all the penitent hearts forgiven. 
This is as Jesus says, ñIf you forgive 
the sins of any, they are forgiven 
themò (John 20:23). 

Knowing that you are a forgiven child 
of God, you are then well prepared to 
continue on into His presence in 
Word and Sacrament. 

The divine liturgy begins with the Ser-
vice of Preparation, which prepares 
those coming before Christ, who is 
present to us in Word and Sacrament. 
The Service of Preparation 
begins with either the invo-
cation or an invocation hymn 
where we call upon the Tri-
une God, into whose fellow-
ship we have been baptized. 
The preparation rounds out 
with the Confession and Ab-
solution. 

We are all sinners. When we 

You may ask, ñWhat then is the 
Word of God, and how shall it be 
used, since there are so many words 
of God?ò I answer: The Apostle ex-
plains this in Romans 1. The Word 
is the gospel of God concerning his 
Son, who was made flesh, suffered, 
rose from the dead , and was glori-
fied through the Spirit who sancti-
fies. To preach Christ means to feed 
the soul, make it righteous, set it 
free, and save it, provided it believes 
the preaching. Faith alone is the 
saving and efficacious use of the 
Word of God, according to Rom. 10 
[:9]: ñIf you confess with your lips 
that Jesus is Lord and believe in 
your heart that God raised him from 
the dead, you will be saved.ò Fur-
thermore, ñChrist is the end of the 

law, that every one who has faith 
may be justifiedò [Rom.  10:4]. 
Again, in Rom. 1 [:17], ñHe who 
through faith is righteous shall 
live.ò The Word of God cannot be 
received and cherished by any 
works whatever but only by faith. 
Therefore it is clear that, as the soul 
needs only the Word of God for its 
life and righteousness, so it is justi-
fied by faith alone and not any 
works; for if it could be justified by 
anything else, it would not need the 
Word, and consequently it would 
not need faith. 

...Therefore the moment you begin 
to have faith you learn that all 
things in you are altogether blame-
worthy, sinful, and damnable, as 
the Apostle says in Rom. 3 [:23], 
ñSince all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God,ò and, ñNone is 
righteous, no, not one;...all have 
turned aside, together they have 

gone wrongò (Rom. 3:10-12). When 
you have learned this you will know 
that you need Christ, who suffered 
and rose again for you so that, if you 
believe in him, you may through this 
faith become a new man in so far as 
your sins are forgiven and you are 
justified by the merits of another, 
namely, of Christ alone. 
  - Martin Luther 

On Tuesday, September 15th, Omar 
Khalafe, a Christian, was killed by the 
Muslim-militant group al Shabaab in 
southern Somalia.  

Compass Direct News reports the 69-
year-old Khalafe was bringing 25 Bi-
bles to an underground Christian 
group. En route, the bus he was tak-
ing, was stopped at an al Shabaab 
controlled checkpoint. The passengers 
were required to exit the bus for an 
inspection. The militants discovered 
the Bibles in one of the passenger 
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bags, and with a photo found in the 
bag, they ascertained that the Bibles 
belonged to Khalafe. They asked Kha-
lafe if they belonged to him. After no 
reply, they then shot him to death.  

An al Shabaab militant was later 
heard over a regional radio station, 
ñToday we caught Omar, a Somali 
Christian, with 25 Bibles at Merca 
checkpoint. He has been converting 
Somalis to Christianity, and today he 
has been shot dead at 12:30 p.m.ò 

His wife and seven children learned 
the news over the radio. Sadly, they 
were not able to attend the burial, be-
cause their lives are in danger also. 

Thanks be to God for bringing the 
Christian faith to all parts of the 
world, and for creating such a faith in 
hearts that Christians are willing to 
spread the gospel at the risk of their 
lives. May God continue to give endur-
ance to the Christians in Somalia, and 
give us such faith to cling to Christ and 
to proclaim Him crucified no matter 
what persecution we may face. 

The 95 theses sparked the 
Lutheran Reformation, 

but Luther composed 

three works  in 1520 that 
did more for starting the 
Reformation. One of 
those was The Freedom 

of a Christian . In it, Lu-
ther explains how a person becomes 
righteous, not by works, but by faith. 
And only after being accounted right-

eous by faith can a person then produce 
good works. The excerpt here is taken 
from that treatise. 

The Pharisee and 

the repentant tax 

collector 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20john%201&version=NKJV
http://www.bookofconcord.org/smallcatechism.php#confession
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john%2010&version=NKJV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%2010&version=NKJV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%2010&version=NKJV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%2010&version=NKJV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%201&version=NKJV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%203&version=NKJV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%203&version=NKJV
http://www.blc.edu/comm/gargy/gargy1/ELH.Notes.html#DIVINE%20SERVICE
http://www.compassdirect.org/english/country/somalia/9494/
http://bookstore.blc.edu/three-treatises/product_info.php/products_id/1109
http://bookstore.blc.edu/three-treatises/product_info.php/products_id/1109


Fall Festival Sunday Recap  

¶ Worship services  are at 9:00 

a.m. on Sundays. 

¶ We have fellowship time after 

church with coffee and treats. 

¶ We have activities throughout the 

year for the edification of our faith, 

and also for the enjoyment of 

Christian fellowship. 

¶ Check out our website for all the 

events at King of Grace 

www.kingofgracelutheran.org 

Bible Crossword  

And the creaking of the church pews 

reminded us of the history in that 

building. 

After the final tolling from the bell 

tower, we headed back 

to town for a delicious 

brunch potluck at the 

King of Grace Church 

building. As the brunch 

started to come to a 

close, we heard that we 

were ready to load up for 

Sunday August 20th, 2009 marked 

the day for our annual service out 

at West Paint Creek Synod Church. 

Thanks to the hard work of a 

handful of mem-

bers, the church was 

clean and ready for 

a congregation of 

people. Pastor 

Smith preached an 

edifying sermon on 

Philippians 4:4-7. 
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¶ We have several opportunities for Christian 

education. 

¶ Bible Class - Sundays 10 a.m. Currently 

we are studying the Augsburg Confession 

¶ Bible Class - Most Wednesdays 7:00 

p.m. Currently we are studying the book 

of Hebrews. 

¶ Sunday School - Sundays 10:15 a.m. 

¶ We also offer confirmation classes and 

adult information classes. 

 

Please 

join  

us! 

Across  

4. One possible author of 

Hebrews 

5. Author of Titus 

7. Author of Genesis, 

Exodus, Leviticus, Num-

bers and Deuteronomy 

9. Author of First and 

Second Peter 

10 Author of Matthew 

13 Author of Ecclesiastes 

15. Author of most of the 

Psalms 
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Down  

1. Author of Romans 

2. Inspired the authors 

of Scripture (2 words) 

3. Author of Revelation 

6. Author of Acts 

7. Author of Psalm 90 

8. Author of Psalm 72 

11. Author of Isaiah 

12. Holy Scripture is ul-

timately His word 

14. Author of Mark 

Find the answers on the King of 

Grace website: 

www.kingofgracelutheran.org 

This month as we celebrate the Lutheran Reformation, we remember it 

as a time when Scripture was returned to its rightful place as the sole 

source and rule of all Christian teachings. Therefore, this crossword 

puzzle tests your knowledge of Scripture, particularly its authors. 

Authors of Holy Scripture  

(Note: some answers are re-

peated) 

Check out the  

photo gallery 

the hay 

ride.  

There 

was a 

group of 

20 

pulled behind Lyle Stock and his 

tractor. The  weather was perfect 

for the event as we bounced 

through the corn fields. A big 

thank you goes out to all who 

made this day such a success. 

http://www.kingofgracelutheran.org
http://www.kingofgracelutheran.org
http://www.kingofgracelutheran.org/site/cpage.asp?cpage_id=180010856&sec_id=180004190
http://www.kingofgracelutheran.org/site/cpage.asp?cpage_id=180010856&sec_id=180004190
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K ing  o f  Grace  Lu theran  Chu rch  

King of Grace Lutheran Church is a congregation that be-

lieves in the inerrancy and authority of Scripture. We believe 

that Scripture is the unchanging truth, the very word of the 

eternal, almighty and unchanging God. We also believe that 

Scripture is the source of all doctrine of faith and life.  

The apostle John writes concerning his gospel, ñThese things 

are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His 

nameò (20:31). This is the purpose  of Johnôs gospel and the 

purpose of all of Scripture. Therefore, in accordance to this 

purpose, and by Godôs command,  everything we teach and 

practice centers on Christ and His sacrificial work for the 

salvation of souls.  

Regularly we gather together to continue to learn of Godôs 

grace toward us in Christ Jesus, and especially on Sundays, 

we gather to receive Christôs blessings of forgiveness of sins, 

life and salvation through Word and Sacrament.  

King of Grace Lutheran Church  
What is it about?  

Preaching Christ crucified 
for the salvation of souls  

Weôre on the Web! 

www.kingofgracelutheran.org 

Please send your email address to  

vicarskogen@kingofgracelutheran.org 

if you wish to receive this newsletter by 

email 

King of Grace Lutheran Church is a congregation of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS). 

http://www.kingofgracelutheran.org
mailto:vicarskogen@kingofgracelutheran.org
http://www.evangelicallutheransynod.org/

