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November is the month 

in which we have 

Thanksgiving. It is also 

the month in which we will be having 

Rev. Robert Fleischmann of Christian 

Life Resources coming to Waukon to 

speak about important life issues. So, to 

put those two themes together, let us 

thank God for life! 

God is the giver of physical life. God who 

created all things in six days also has cre-

ated us and has given us life. Job 33:4 

states, ―The Spirit of God has made me, 

and the breath of the Almighty gives me 

life.‖ God also defends life when He says, 

―You shall not murder‖ (Exodus 20:13). 

God also shows His love for human life, 

by sending His Son to die on the cross to 

save us (Romans 5:8). But how does the 

world view life? The sinfulness and ugli-

ness of man’s thoughts of human life is 

epitomized in the widespread acceptance 

of the abortion of preborn babies.  

All human life is precious, and it is espe-

cially sad to see babies selfishly mur-

dered. Solomon writes, ―Children are a 

heritage from the Lord; the fruit of the 

womb is a reward‖ (Psalm 127:3).  

Let us pray to God thanking Him for our 

lives, and asking for the safety of all pre-

born babies. Also pray that all  people 

will see their sins, repent of them, and 

seek the  life that is found in Jesus Christ. 

God is the giver of eternal life. The Apos-

tle John writes, ―Whoever hates his 

brother is a murderer, and you know that 

no murderer has eternal life abiding in 

him‖ (1 John 3:15). We have sinned 

against the Lord and our neighbor, and 

we deserve eternal death for it. But God 

has given us life through His Son Jesus 

Christ. ―God made you alive together 

with Him, having forgiven us all our tres-

passes, by canceling the record of debt 

that stood against us with its legal de-

mands. This He set aside, nailing it to the 

cross‖ (Colossians 2:13-14). 

In the cross we have forgiveness of sins 

and life. Jesus said, ―He who believes in 

Me has everlasting life‖ (John 6:47). 

Thanks be to God for the life that never 

ends. Amen. 

Message from Vicar Skogen... 

Thank God for Life! 
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November event 
Seminar on Life Issues 

Presented by Pastor Robert Fleischmann 
National Director of Christian Life Resources 

When:  Sunday, November 15, 2009 
Time:  2:00 p.m. 

Where:  Farmers and Merchants Savings Bank  
Community Room 

Rev. Fleischmann will dissect the challenging life and fam-
ily issues of our time (abortion, end-of-life decisions, etc.) 

101 2nd St. NW 

Waukon, IA 52172 

563-568-3167 

www.kingofgracelutheran.org 

 

Pastor Kincaid Smith 

Vicar Joshua Skogen 

Upcoming Events: 

¶ Divine Services 

Sundays, 9:00 a.m. 

¶ Bible Studies 

Sundays 10:00 a.m. 

Wednesdays, 7 p.m. 

¶ Sunday School 

Sundays 10:00 a.m. 

¶ Seminar on Life 

Issues 

Sunday, Nov. 15th,  

2:00 p.m. 

¶ Soup Supper 

Sunday, Nov. 29th 

Baby Samuel was 21 weeks 

old when he underwent sur-

gery. During the surgery, he 

reached out of the uterus and 

grabbed the surgeon’s hand. 
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psalm sung as a refrain) as the clergy 
would make their way to  the altar. 

This entire ceremony was called the 
introit, which means entrance. 

Over time the introit shortened, and 
for the last several centuries, it has 
often consisted of only the antiphon, 

a verse or two of a psalm.  

The Introit belongs to the 

propers of the day. The 
propers are those parts of 
the service that change ac-

cording to the theme pre-

scribed for the Sunday. The introit, 
the collect (prayer of the day), the 

Bible readings, and  the hymns are 
other examples of the propers. The 

introit, being the first of the prop-
ers, establishes the thought or mood 
of the day. 

The introit is followed by the Gloria 
Patri (Glory be to the Father, and to 

the Son, and to the Holy Spirit...) 
indicating that we are  addressing 
our prayers and praise to the Triune 

God. 

So far we have examined the invo-
cation, and the confession and ab-

solution. These belong to the Ser-
vice of Preparation. The introit be-

gins the portion of the service called 
the Service of the Word.  

If you attended a Divine Service 

1600 years ago, you would 
have seen one choir sing-

ing the verses of a psalm, 
and a second choir with 
the congregation singing 

the antiphon (a verse of a 

If, then, those who were conver-

sant with the ancient Scriptures 

came to newness of hope, expect-

ing the coming of Christ, as the 

Lord teaches us when He says, ―If 

you had believed Moses, you 

would have believed Me , for he 

wrote of Me‖ [John 5:46]; and 

again, ―Your father Abraham re-

joiced to see My day, and he saw 

it, and was glad; for before Abra-

ham was, I am‖ [John 8:56,58]; 

how shall we be able to live with-

out Him? The prophets were His 

servants and foresaw Him by the 

Spirit and waited for Him as their 

teacher and expected Him as their 

Lord and Savior, 

saying, ―He will 

come and save 

us‖ [Isaiah 35:4]. 

Let us therefore no 

longer keep the 

Sabbath after the 

Jewish manner … 

but let us keep the 

Sabbath after a 

Spiritual manner, 

rejoicing in medi-

tation on [the 

Word of God]…. 

Let every friend of 

Christ keep the 

Lord’s Day, the resurrection day, 

as a festival. For it is the queen 

and chief of all the days of the 

week. Looking forward to this, the 

prophet declared, ―To the end, for 

the eighth day,‖ on which our life 

both sprang up again and the vic-

tory over death was obtained. 

                    - Ignatius of Antioch 

At a function in Thane, India, 6000 
recent converts to Christianity re-
converted to Hinduism. Swami Nar-
endra Maharaj is heading up this 
project to stop the conversions to 
Christianity. 

Many of the reconverts claimed that 
the Christian missionaries tempted 
the people to become Christians by 
promising them housing. 

The reconversions should be no sur-
prise if the basis of their Christian 

Know Your Liturgy: The Introit and the Gloria Patri 
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faith—which really isn’t faith—is a 
house to live in. 

Sadly, some missionaries are mak-
ing promises of a better life in 
Christianity. Even in the States you 
will hear these promises from the 
likes of Joel Osteen and numerous 
others. Many believe it. 

But God’s Word makes no promises 
of a better life for Christians. In-
stead, we will have crosses to bear 
as we follow Christ. (Matt. 16:24). 

What God does promise is the for-
giveness of sins, eternal life and sal-
vation through the life and death of 
His Son, Jesus Christ. These gifts are 
available for all, but are only re-
ceived by those who believe in Him. 
The basis for this Christian faith is 
that the Holy Spirit has caused us to 
know that the God of Holy Scripture 
is truly the almighty God and His 
promises are true. This knowledge 
brings joy and peace for believers as 
we live bearing our crosses. 

Ignatius of Antioch was born some-

time between 30 and 50 AD. It is 

commonly believed that Ignatius 

was the student of Christ’s disciple 

John. Some traditions hold that 

Ignatius was one of the children 

Jesus blessed (Matt. 19:13-15). Ig-

natius became the second bishop at 

Antioch, perhaps appointed by ei-

ther Peter or Paul.   

Ignatius is best known for his mar-

tyrdom. He was arrested and sentenced to be executed by 

wild beasts, because of the Christian faith he boldly taught.  

He died in Rome as a martyr under Emperor Trajan be-

tween 111-113 AD. 

This writing is an excerpt from his letter to the Church in 

Magnesia, which he wrote on his way to Rome. 

The introit is a 

Psalm verse 

that sets the 

thought of the 

day.  
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¶ Worship services are at 9:00 

a.m. on Sundays. 

¶ We have fellowship time after 

church with coffee and treats. 

¶ We have activities throughout the 

year for the edification of our faith, 

and also for the enjoyment of 

Christian fellowship. 

¶ Check out our website for all the 

events at King of Grace 

www.kingofgracelutheran.org 

 Womenôs Mission Rally Recap 

Hymn Cryptoquip 

children they were blessed to meet, 

about the different culture there, and 

about the ways that the women’s 

mission society –Cross-Stitch– has  

helped to support the ―Gift of Life‖ 

medical vans . These mobile units 

have provided medical care, distrib-

uted vaccinations, counseled  many 

women from having abortions, pro-

vided dental care to many who had 

never even been to a dentist before, 

and also taught many about Jesus.  

After enjoying a lunch hosted by the 

Saturday October 10, 2009 was the  

annual ELS Women’s Mission Rally 

for our area. The rally was held at 

our ELS church in Jerico, IA.  

Upon arriving at the church, we 

were met with some treats and fel-

lowship. The presentations then 

began with Bethany College and 

Theological Seminary Professor 

Michael Smith and his wife Anita. 

They talked with us about their visit 

to the Ukraine to teach vacation 

Bible school. We heard about  the 
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¶ We have several opportunities for Christian 

education. 

¶ Bible Class - Sundays 10 a.m. Currently 

we are studying the Augsburg Confession 

¶ Bible Class - Most Wednesdays 7:00 

p.m. Currently we are studying the book 

of Hebrews. 

¶ Sunday School - Sundays 10:15 a.m. 

¶ We also offer confirmation classes and 

adult information classes. 

 

Please 

join  

us! 
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Jerico ladies, Steve Peterson, Di-

rector of Foreign Missions, up-

dated us  on our ELS missions in 

Peru, Czech Republic, India,  and 

others. He thanked us for sup-

porting these missions, and told 

us that those benefitting from the 

missions would also like to thank 

us for our continued support . 

A donation was collected. ―Gift of 

Life‖ as well as the Cross-Stitch 

organization will be the recipi-

ents of this gift. 

Directions: Each letter stands for an-

other letter. Fill it out and you will get a 

hymn verse fitting  for Thanksgiving.  

Your clues for this quiz are: 

D = R and Q = T 

(So wherever you see a D, put an R 

above it. It doesn’t work the other way 

around, however, i.e., R does not equal 

D.) 
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K in g  o f  G r ac e  L u t her an  Chu r c h 

King of Grace Lutheran Church is a congregation that be-

lieves in the inerrancy and authority of Scripture. We believe 

that Scripture is the unchanging truth, the very word of the 

eternal, almighty and unchanging God. We also believe that 

Scripture is the source of all doctrine of faith and life. 

The apostle John writes concerning his gospel, ñThese things 

are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His 

nameò (20:31). This is the purpose  of Johnôs gospel and the 

purpose of all of Scripture. Therefore, in accordance to this 

purpose, and by Godôs command,  everything we teach and 

practice centers on Christ and His sacrificial work for the 

salvation of souls. 

Regularly we gather together to continue to learn of Godôs 

grace toward us in Christ Jesus, and especially on Sundays, 

we gather to receive Christôs blessings of forgiveness of sins, 

life and salvation through Word and Sacrament. 

King of Grace Lutheran Church 
What is it about?  

Preaching Christ crucified 
for the salvation of souls 

Weôre on the Web! 

www.kingofgracelutheran.org 

Please send your email address to 

vicarskogen@kingofgracelutheran.org 

if you wish to receive this newsletter by 

email 

King of Grace Lutheran Church is a congregation of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS). 

http://www.kingofgracelutheran.org
mailto:vicarskogen@kingofgracelutheran.org
http://www.evangelicallutheransynod.org

