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e Men’s Club/
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Wednesday, May
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Saturday, May 15th,
10:00 a.m. at Pilgrim
Lutheran in Waterloo
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Message from Vicar Skogen...

- They were not drunk as some
mockingly accused them. See-
ing 120 men together speak-
ing what seemed to be gibberish would
appear quite odd. The men, however,
were not speaking gibberish.

The Holy Spirit came like a rushing wind
into the house in which the 12 disciples
and about 110 other believers were sit-
ting, and tongues of fire rested on each
one of them. “They were all filled with the
Holy Spirit and began to speak in all
other tongues as the Spirit gave them ut-
terance” (Acts 2:4). They were speaking
in foreign languages! Jews from Egypt,
Mesopotamia, Crete, Rome and other
regions gathered around the commotion,
and to their amazement, they heard the
120 speaking in their native languages.

The 120 men spoke of “the mighty works
of God.” Peter’s sermon in Acts 2 is a
beautiful example. They proclaimed the
gospel that the mighty hand of God has
worked salvation for all people through
the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ. God
has mightily destroyed the devil, and

The Gift of the Holy Spirit

death, and has done away with our sins,
forgiving us on account of Christ. This is
the saving knowledge that the Holy Spirit
puts in peoples’ hearts and lips.

The miracle the Holy Spirit performed in
men, giving them the ability to speak for-
eign languages was so that the gospel
would be proclaimed to every nation.
This is in accord with Jesus’ Great Com-
mission to “make disciples of all na-
tions” (Matthew 28:19).

The Holy Spirit is still at work today
among us. If it were not for His enlight-
ening work through the gospel, we would
still be damned to hell. Peter said,
“Repent and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the for-
giveness of your sins, and you will receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). In
baptism and through the hearing of the
gospel, we receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. He puts in us the flame of saving
faith, so that we believe His Word, be-
come spiritually alive, and may then joy-
fully proclaim the “mighty works of God”
to all people.

Bethany Auxiliary Meeting in May

On May 15th at 10:00 a.m., Pilgrim Lu-
theran Church in Waterloo will be hosting
the local Bethany Lutheran College
Women’s Auxiliary meeting. For the
meeting, Pastor Dan Finn will be present-
ing a slideshow of his recent trip to the
Holy Land.

In recent years the Bethany Women'’s

Auxiliary has been able to support pro-
jects which have included equipment for

intramural sports, security updates, art
department equipment, and furnish-
ings for the dining hall. In addition to
these projects, money is added every
year to the Auxiliary’s own Dorothy
Theiste Scholarship Fund which is
used to provide scholarships to deserv-
ing students.

The Bethany Auxiliary and its generous
support are a tremendous blessing for
Bethany Lutheran College.

All women are encouraged to attend!
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A Word From Our Luther teaches what| Holy Spirit to impress the preach-
Fathers Scripture teaches, | ing upon the heart—to make it in-

[The Holy Spirit] writes in the
hearts of men, creating a new
heart, so that man may rejoice be-
fore God, filled with love for him
and ready, in consequence to serve
his fellows gladly.

What are the means and process
the Spirit employs to change and
renew the heart? It is through
preaching Jesus Christ the Lord, as
Christ himself says (Jn 15:26):
“When the Comforter is come,
whom I will send unto you from the
Father, even the Spirit of truth,
which proceedeth from the Father,
he shall bear witness of me.” As we
have often heard, the Gospel is the
message God would have preached

that our salvation is
totally God’s work.
Even our conver-
sion is God’s work.
This excerpt is from
one of Luther’s Pen-
tecost sermons.

world-wide, declaring to every in-
dividual that since no man can
through the Law be made right-
eous, but must rather become
more unrighteous, God sent his
own beloved Son to shed his blood
and die for our sins, from which
sins we could not be released by
our own effort.

It is not enough simply that Christ
be preached; the Word must be
believed. Therefore, God sends the

here and live therein. Unques-
tionably, Christ accomplished all—
took away our sins and overcame
every obstacle, enabling us to be-
come, through him, lords over all
things. But the treasure lies in a
heap; it is not everywhere distrib-
uted and applied. Before we can
enjoy it, the Holy Spirit comes and
communicate it to the heart, ena-
bling us to believe and say, “I too,
am one who shall have the bless-
ing.” To everyone who hears is
grace offered through the Gospel;
to grace is he called, as Christ says
(Mt 11:28), “Come unto me, all ye
that labor and are heavy laden.”

- Martin Luther

Know Your Liturgy: The Propers and the Ordlnary

In the liturgy you will notice parts of
the service that don’t change from
week to week. These are called the
ordinary. Historically, the ordinary
are the Kyrie eleison (Lord have
mercy upon us), the Gloria in excel-
sis (Glory in the Highest), the Creed,
the Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy), and
the Agnus Dei (Lamb of God). The
ordinary serve as the framework for
the service, and give worshippers
“the opportunity to pray, praise, and
give thanks to God in the most dig-

nified language common to Chris-
tians” (Bruce Backer, Lutheran
Worship, 48).

The portions of the service that
change from week to week are the
propers. These include the read-
ings, prayers, hymns and the ser-

mon. The propers change accord-
ing to the festivals and times of the
Church Year. The Gospel reading
dictates the meaning of the particu-
lar Sunday. The sermon, hymns, Old
Testament and Epistle readings and

prayers revolve around the message
and mood of the Gospel reading.
The propers and ordinary in the lit-
urgy do well to focus believers on
the gracious work of God for us!

Current Events: May 6, National Day of Prayer
Sadly Reagan was talking about the .

Ronald Reagan once stated the pur-
pose of the National Day of Prayer:
“[It] has become a great unifying
force for our citizens who come
from all the great religions of the
world. Prayer unites people. This
common expression of reverence
heals and brings us together as a
Nation and we pray it may one day
bring renewed respect for God to
all the peoples of the world.”

unifying of people under some ge-
neric god. This is the “acceptable”
religion in a pluralistic society. The
big lie commonly stated is “We all
worship the same god.”

Whether or not the National Day of
Prayer is constitutional, its purpose
of creating a false unity is not at-
tractive to Christians.

The blessed unity can be found and

NDay ofs Pra){,

is expressed on
A“this earth only
d Where there is
Jagreement in the
ey .

true teachings of
God’s holy Word. God grant and
preserve this unity.

Christians do not need a govern-
ment sponsored National Day of
Prayer, but it is a good habit for
Christians to pray for this wonder-
ful country daily.
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Hymn Cryptoquip

b

NPGE PGSX SRUPN,

BLEOC NPC KGFT

LZT BLSS

WEGH CQCFX CFFGF MCCA EO

NG MZGK GEF UGT

PRH WLNPCF KRNP

Directions: Each letter stands for
another letter. Fill it out and you
will get a hymn verse about the
work of the Holy Spirit.

UERTC TRQRZC,

Your clue for this quizis: N = T (So
wherever you see an N, put an T
above it. It doesn’t work the other
way around, however, i.e., T does

GW SRWC NG OPRZC

LFRUPN
) not equal N.) For another clue,
KRNP TCSRUPN. check the church website:
o www.kingofgracelutheran.org.
WFCC

SCN ZGZC JEN BPFRON GEF HLONCF JC

NPLN KC

BGZWRTC.

RZ SRQRZU WLRNP LJRTC,

RZ PRH, GEF SGFT, KRNP LSS GEF HRUPN
o !

LSSCSERL! LSSCSERL!

What is the Gospel? The gospel is God’s free

The gospel is the essence of the Chris-
tian faith. Can you define it?

One ELCA seminary professor
wrongly said, “Christianity at its best
is not about spiritual perfection, but
whether my neighbor has enough to
eat.” Another professor speaks as
though the gospel changes with a di-
verse cultural context and must be
determined by conversation.

But the gospel does not change. It is
not our deeds. It is not determined by
conversation or culture.

The gospel is of a virgin has the same
forgiveness of our sins on  Nelels Mol it - =1 disease of origine! sin.
account of Jesus’ suffering FSNeido N al el s L he remedy is the same!
and death on the cross.
God’s Word, Baptism, the
Lord’s Supper and absolu-
tion are gospel, because
through them, God forgives sinners.

account
suffering and
death on the cross.

(ol This n:ost precicus
treasure, the gospel, is
the power to salvation
for all who believe. Paul
so emphasized the priority of keep-
ing the gospel pure that he gave this
warning (Gal 1:8): “Even if we or an
angel from heaven should preach to
you a gospel contrary to the one we
preached to you, let him be ac-
cursed.” Lord, keep us steadfast in
Thy Word.

This gospel of God’s forgiveness
through Christ has remained the same
since God’s first promise of a Savior in
the Garden of Eden (Gen 3:15). It can-
not change, and does not need to
change, because every person of every
culture since Adam and Eve not born

e Worship services are at 9:00
a.m. on Sundays.

o We have fellowship time after
church with coffee and treats.

e We have activities throughout the
year for the edification of our faith,
and also for the enjoyment of
Christian fellowship.

e Check out our website for all the
events at King of Grace
www.kingofgracelutheran.org

o We have several opportunities for Christian edu-
cation.
 Bible Class - Sundays 10:15 a.m. Currently
we are studying the doctrine of justification.
 Bible Class - Wednesdays 7:00 p.m. Cur-
rently we are studying the book of Hebrews.

Please
join
us!

e Sunday School - Sundays 10:15 a.m.

e We also offer confirmation classes and adult
information classes.

e Christian counseling
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Preaching Christ crucified
for the salvation of souls

We’re on the Web!
www.kingofgracelutheran.org

Please send your email address to

vicarskogen@kingofgracelutheran.org

if you wish to receive this newsletter by King of Grace Lutheran Church is a congregation of the
email Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS).

Looking for truth?

Check this out for yourselves. The Bible teaches that:

e the triune God of Scripture is the one true God and there is
no other (Exodus 20:4-5; Isaiah 45:21; Luke 3:22)

e God is ajust and righteous God who cannot let sin go un-
punished (Numbers 14:18; Romans 1:18)

o all people have sinned against God and deserve an eternity in
hell (Matthew 5:48; Romans 3:23, 5:12)

e God is also a loving God that desires no one to suffer hell, but
to be saved (1 Tim 2:4; Ezekiel 18:23)

¢ God sent His Son Jesus into the world to suffer on the cross
the wrath and punishment of God that we deserve (John 3:16;

Galatians 4:4-5) “Blessed are those who
o whoever believes in Jesus will be saved, but whoever does hear the word of God and
not believe will be condemned (John 3:18; Acts 4:12) keep it!” - Luke 11:28

e Jesus lived a perfect life and died innocently for the forgive-
ness of your sins, so you may live with Him forever in € Come hear the
heaven. (John 6:40; Ephesians 1:7)

The Bible is God’s Word and is therefore true. (2 Tim 3:16; 2 Pet
1:21; John 17:17)

We faithfully preach Scripture alone, for it alone is the power of
God to salvation for all who believe. (Romans 1:16).
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