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3 March 20th is the official
“start of spring. When we

think of spring we think of all the snow

melted away, with green grass and leaves
starting to grow. We think of warm
weather, doing outdoor activities without
needing a jacket. Some think of being
able to get around town easier. However,
when spring arrives, often times, there is
still a lot of snow around with more on
the way. We still need jackets. And green
lawns seem to be a long way off. The win-
tery appearance does not express the re-
ality that spring is arriving.

When it comes to Christianity, the ap-
pearance does not always express the
reality either.

Jesus’ death on the cross appeared to be
a gruesome and horrible thing. It ap-
peared to be the death of a good moral
teacher. However, Scripture tells us the
reality of that event. Jesus was not just a
good moral teacher, but He was (and is)
the eternal Son of God in human flesh
(Jn 1:14). The God-man’s ugly suffering

Spring Is Upon Us...Or Is It?

and death on the cross was not a bad
thing, but a good thing. In His great love,
Jesus went to the cross to give up His life
as the sacrifice for the sins of the world
(Jn 10:11). Jesus’ death means life for us.

God has given us means through which
He offers us the forgiveness and salvation
Christ won on the cross. These means are
His Word, baptism, and the Lord’s Sup-
per. These things appear to be powerless
words, water, and bread and wine. But in
reality these means bring the Gospel of
Christ which is the power of God to salva-
tion for all who believe. God has prom-
ised that through these means He offers
the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation
(Rm 1:16; 1 Pt 3:21; Mt 26:28).

Lastly, the believer’s life appears ordi-
nary, laden with sin and often filled with
troubles. But the reality is that through
faith in Christ’s redemption, the believer
is a righteous child of God and has the
inheritance of eternal life in heaven!

We do not live by appearance, but by
faith in the reality of Scriptural truth!

Lenten Suppers

Members of King of Grace Lutheran
Church will be offering suppers on sev-
eral Wednesdays during the Lenten Sea-
son. Anyone is welcome to come.

On February 24th, the Riese family
treated us with some delicious cream of
broccoli soup, and also some chili with
venison! Thanks also goes to Karolyn
who served.

Dates: Wednesdays, March 10th and
24th.
Time: 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.

(There is no cost,
though free will dona-
tions are appreciated.)

Other members will be providing
meals in the following weeks.

All are also welcome to stay for the
Lenten services at 7:00 p.m.
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A Word From Our ble and invisible were St. Patrick (389-461 A.D., born in
Fathers made by him. He was Roman controlled Britain, was

made man, conquered

kidnapped by Irish raiders at the

Therefore, indeed, I cannot keep si-
lent, nor would it be proper, so many
favors and graces has the Lord
deigned to bestow on me in the land
of my captivity. For after chastise-
ment from God, and recognizing
him, our way to repay him is to exalt
him and confess his wonders before
every nation under heaven.

For there is no other God, nor ever
was before, nor shall be hereafter,
but God the Father, unbegotten and
without beginning, in whom all
things began, whose are all things,
as we have been taught; and his son
Jesus Christ, who manifestly always
existed with the Father, before the
beginning of time in the spirit with
the Father, indescribably begotten
before all things, and all things visi-

age of 16. He lived under slavery
for six years, during which time,
he became a Christian.

death and was received
into Heaven, to the Father| |
who gave him all power |
over every name in
Heaven and on Earth and
in Hell, so that every
tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord
and God, in whom we be-
lieve. And we look to his
imminent coming again,
the judge of the living and
the dead, who will render
to each according to his
deeds. And he poured out
his Holy Spirit on us in

He was a zealous missionary who
influenced much of the conversion of the largely
pagan Ireland to Christianity. He faithfully taught
that man is saved by grace alone through faith in
Christ against the Pelagian view that man is saved
by works. From Patrick’s time and centuries
thereafter, the Celtic Christian Church resisted
coming under the wing of the Roman Church.

It is said that St. Patrick used a three leaf clover
to explain the doctrine of the Trinity, that God is
three persons, one God. This excerpt from his
autobiographical “Confessions of St. Patrick” ex-
presses the biblical doctrine of the Trinity.

abundance, the gift and pledge of
immortality, which makes the be-
lievers and the obedient into sons of
God and co-heirs of Christ who is

revealed, and we worship one God
in the Trinity of holy name.

- St. Patrick

Know Your Liturgy: Gloria in Excelsis (Glory in the Highest)

Preceding the Gloria in Excelsis
Deo (Glory be to God in the High-
est) we pray the Kyrie in which we
ask God for His mercy and peace.
The Gloria is a fitting response, be-
cause we praise God for His mercy
and the peace He gives.

The Gloria has two forms in the
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary.
Both forms are based on the angels’
song at Jesus birth (Luke 2:14),
“Glory be to God in the highest,

and on earth, peace, goodwill to-
ward men!”

of God. Through His work, Christ
has atoned for our sins so that we
are reconciled to God and have
peace with Him, and also have
God’s peace in our lives
whatever our situation.

The Gloria is a hymn of praise to
God, in which we join with the
heavenly angels pro- God’s gl or
claiming God’s glory!  EUFEITTENe RITTS

The glory of God, of incarnate Son of
which Christ’s Church  E€lels BeTale NIl E
sings, is centered upon tinued presence
the death and resurrec- with us in Word
tion of the incarnate Son YRS e = 11 1=s1#

The glory of God re-
mains with us in the
flesh of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who is present
among us in Word and
Sacrament.

Current Events: Ancient Wall Dated To Solomon’s Time

Many archae- | The opinions of these archaeolo-
ologist and his- | gists and historians that try to dis-
torians believe ¥ credit the Bible mean nothing to
that much of Bible-believing Christians, because
what the Bible Ehul iy Christians would rather trust in the
says about authority of God.

David and Solo- | However, it is always encouraging

mon’s reigns
are mythical.
They claim that there was no
strong government at that time.

to hear (and it often occurs), when
the truth of the Bible becomes evi-
dent in archaeology and science.

Archaeologist, Eilat Mazar, uncov-

ered a portion of a giant 77-yard
wall in Jerusalem. Using many pot-
tery shards found there, she was
able to date the wall to the 10th cen-
tury B.C.

This is evidence that Israel, under
Solomon, was a powerful and or-
ganized nation capable of building
such great fortifications. This is just
as Scripture teaches. No surprise
there!



http://www.blc.edu/comm/gargy/gargy1/ELH.html
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke%202&version=NKJV
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/patrick/confession.html
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Bible Word Find ¢

L P NGOS P E L

C ATAV I MAIRIK
LM ZUZ L E A J E
K ACANAMY O L
E RWITI R S R P H I
WT U B L UK E N J
I HM O S E S I T A
MATTMHEWN E H

Find the words that fit each category. Check off a
blank for each word you find for the correspond-

ing category.

Three friends of Je-
sus that lived at
Bethany _ _ _

Two cities in Galilee

Four books of the of
the Bible that give a
historic account of
Jesus’life .

Two Old Testament
men that were pre-
sent at Jesus’ trans-
figuration _ _

Two distinctive
teachings in the Bi-
ble

JUSTIFICATION

Learn about the central teach-
ing of the Christian faith:

We are justified by grace
through faith in Jesus
Christ.

Bible Classes are Sundays af-
ter church (around 10:15 a.m.)

All are welcome to join us!

Why do I (or should I) go to church?

= every day. We find His

Going to church is certainly a good
thing, but why? Is it good for God, or
is it good for us?

Our attendance at church to worship
Him is not doing God a favor.
Whether we praise and worship Him

=TT

2\ mercy and forgiveness
illin His Word, in bap-

w qv tism and in the Lord’s
W f{%Supper.

E===—=3F Some may say, “I have

or not, He remains God. He does not a Bible at home. I don’t need church.”

need our praise to be God.

God does not need anything from us.
But we need something from Him.
We are sinners. We have sinned
against God and our neighbor. We
need God’s mercy and forgiveness

The first question I ask is, “Do you use
that Bible?” It is great to use the Bible
at home. It’s important to do so. But,
Christ, according to Matthew 18:17-
20, also intends that Christians gather
together in “His name,” that is,

around His Word and Sacraments.
The author of Hebrews affirms this
when he writes , “Do not neglect to
meet together, as is the habit of
some” (10:25).

We go to church, whether we feel
like it or not, to receive the greatest
treasure which God graciously
wants to give to us: forgiveness and
salvation through Christ.

After receiving the gifts that we
need, it is a great joy to join with
our fellow believers, and all the
company in heaven to praise and
glorify our gracious God.

e Worship services are at 9:00
a.m. on Sundays.

¢ We have fellowship time after
church with coffee and treats.

e We have activities throughout the
year for the edification of our faith,
and also for the enjoyment of
Christian fellowship.

¢ Check out our website for all the
events at King of Grace
www.kingofgracelutheran.org

Please

join
us!

e We have several opportunities for Christian edu-

cation.

¢ Bible Class - Sundays 10:15 a.m. Currently
we are studying the doctrine of justification.

e Sunday School - Sundays 10:15 a.m.

o We also offer confirmation classes and adult

information classes.

Please note: The originally scheduled Confirma-
tion Sunday service at the West Synod Church east
of Waukon has been postponed to a later date.



http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%2018&version=NKJV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%2018&version=NKJV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews%2010&version=NKJV
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Preaching Christ crucified
for the salvation of souls

We’re on the Web!
www.kingofgracelutheran.org

Please send your email address to
vicarskogen@kingofgracelutheran.org

if you wish to receive this newsletter by King of Grace Lutheran Church is a congregation of the
email Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS).

Looking for truth?
Check this out for yourselves. The Bible teaches that:

e the triune God of Scripture is the one true God and there is
no other (Exodus 20:4-5; Isaiah 45:21; Luke 3:22)

e God is a just and righteous God who cannot let sin go un-
punished (Numbers 14:18; Romans 1:18)

o all people have sinned against God and deserve an eternity in
hell (Matthew 5:48; Romans 3:23, 5:12)

e God is also a loving God that desires no one to suffer hell, but
to be saved (1 Tim 2:4; Ezekiel 18:23)

e God sent His Son Jesus into the world to suffer on the cross
the wrath and punishment of God that we deserve (John 3:16;
Galatians 4:4-5)

o whoever believes in Jesus will be saved, but whoever does
not believe will be condemned (John 3:18; Acts 4:12)

e Jesus lived a perfect life and died innocently for the forgive-
ness of your sins, so you may live with Him forever in
heaven. (John 6:40; Ephesians 1:7)

The Bible is God’s Word and is therefore true. (2 Tim 3:16; 2 Pet
1:21; John 17:17)

We faithfully preach Scripture alone, for it alone is the power of
God to salvation for all who believe. (Romans 1:16).

“Blessed are those who
hear the word of God and
keep it!” - Luke 11:28

€ Come hear t he
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