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On July 4th, the citizens of the 

USA celebrate the independence 

it declared from Great Britain in 

1776. The United States became a free 

country. We thank God for this freedom.  

There is another freedom more important 

than any other. That freedom is freedom 

from the captivity under sin and the devil.  

Adam and Eveôs fall into sin was a complete 

fall into sin and Satanôs dominion. Paul 

describes those who once were under this 

dominion, ñAnd you were dead in the tres-

passes and sins in which you once walked, 

following the course of this world, following 

the prince of the power of the air [the 

devil], the spirit that is now at work in the 

sons of disobedienceðamong whom we all 

once lived in the passions of our flesh, car-

rying out the desires of the body and the 

mind, and were by nature children of 

wrath, like the rest of mankindò (Eph 2:1-

3). This is the natural state in which we are 

all born, and in which most people con-

tinue in today.  

Luther writes in ñThe Bondage of the Willò 

how Scripture describes the nature of man 

saying that Satan causes man to be blind, 

ñso that he believes himself to be free, 

happy, possessed of liberty and ability, 

whole and alive. Satan knows that if men 

knew their own misery he could keep no 

man in his kingdom.ò The result of this 

captivity under sin and Satan is ultimately 

death in the eternal torments of hell.  

There is freedom from sin and the devil, 

and it is found alone in the God-man, Jesus 

Christ. The writer to the Hebrews writes, 

through Jesusô death, ñHe destroyed the 

one who has the power over death, that is, 

the devilò (Heb 2:14). His death also frees 

us from sin: Jesus Christ ñhas freed us from 

our sins by His bloodò (Rev 1:5).  

His forgiveness of sins is freedom. He gives 

it freely to all the world, but not all receive 

this freedom, for many choose to remain in 

the darkness of sin. Godôs freedom is re-

ceived only by those who believe in His sal-

vation. John wrote, ñto all who did receive 

Him, who believed in His name, He gave 

the right to become children of Godò (John 

1:12). 

This freedom is for you! What a blessed 

freedom this is! Believers enjoy this free-

dom right now, and will enjoy the fullness 

of this freedom for eternity in heaven!  

Message from Pastor Skogen...  

The Independence Jesus Gives  

July 2010  

Vacation Bible School  

Parents, sign your 

young children up for 

VBS 2010. This yearôs 

theme is ñArmor of 

God,ò based on Eph. 

6:10-17. It will take 

place at King of Grace, 

July 26 - 30 from 6:00 ð8:00 p.m.  

Contact the church or see us at our fair 

booth to sign up or for more info  

101 2nd St. NW 

Waukon, IA 52172 

563-568-3167 

www.kingofgracelutheran.org  
 

Pastor Joshua Skogen 

Upcoming Events:  

¶ Divine Service  

Sundays, 9:00 am 

¶ Bible Class and 

Sunday School  

Sundays, 10:15 am 

¶ Midweek Bible 

Class  

Wednesdays (7th, 

14th & 21st), 7 pm 

¶ Menôs Club/

Womenôs Guild 

Wednesday, June 

28th, 7:00 pm  

¶ Youth Religion 

Class  

Mondays & Wednes-

days, 9:00 am 

¶ Youth Car Wash  

July 17, 8 amð12 pm 

Youth Car 
Wash 

Bring your vehicle 

in to get it washed. 

Weôll clean it in-

side and out.  

Date: Saturday, July 17 

Time: 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Where: King of Grace parking lot 

Proceeds will go toward the youth trip 

to the Lutheran Youth Association Con-

vention in Virginia.  

http://www.kingofgracelutheran.org
http://www.kingofgracelutheran.org/site/calgrid.asp?sec_id=180004190


The Old Testament is connected to 

the Gospel, showing that Christian-

ity is not some new religion that be-

gan 2000 years ago, but that Chris-

tians worship the Christ who is the 

fulfillment of Old Testament 

prophecies, the first of which was 

the promise of a Savior in the Gar-

den of Eden in Genesis 3:15. Jesus 

said, ñ...everything written about me 

in the Law of Moses and the Proph-

ets and the Psalms must be ful-

filledò (Lk 24:44).  

The Epis-

tle read-

ing is re-

lated in 

some way 

with the Gospel as well. 

For the Gospel reading, the congre-

gation stands in reverence, because 

the Gospel contains the life and 

sayings of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 

who is at the center of all Holy 

Scripture.  

When the Readings in the Divine 

Service begin, the Service of Prepa-

ration has ended, and the Service of 

the Word has begun.  

In the readings, our souls receive 

the spiritual meat of Godôs Word 

that we need. 

The Readings include a portion 

from each of the Old Testament, 

Epistles and Gospels. The Old Tes-

tament and Epistle readings are 

related to the Gospel reading. 

ñ[A Christian] ought to think: 

óAlthough I am an unworthy and 

condemned man, my God has given 

me in Christ all the riches of right-

eousness and salvation without any 

merit on my part, out of pure, free 

mercy, so that from now on I need 

nothing except faith which believes 

that this is true. Why should I not 

therefore freely, joyfully, with all my 

heart, and with an eager will do all 

things which I know are pleasing 

and acceptable to such a Father who 

has overwhelmed me with His ines-

timable riches? I will therefore give 

myself as a Christ to my neighbor, 

just as Christ offered Himself to me; 

I will do nothing in this life except 

what I see is necessary, profitable, 

and salutary to 

my neighbor, 

since through 

faith I have an 

abundance of all 

good things in 

Christ.ô 

Behold, from 

faith thus flow 

forth love and 

joy in the Lord, 

and from love a 

joyful, willing, and free mind that 

serves oneôs neighbor willingly and 

takes no account of gratitude or in-

gratitude, of praise or blame, of 

gain or loss. For a man does not 

serve that he may put men under 

obligations. He does not distinguish 

between friends and enemies or an-

ticipate their thankfulness or un-

thankfulness, but 

he most freely 

and most will-

ingly spends 

himself and all 

that he has, 

whether he 

wastes all on the 

thankless or 

whether he gains 

a reward. As his 

Father does, dis-

tributing all 

things to all men richly and freely, 

making óHis sun rise on the evil and 

on the goodô [Matt. 5:45], so also the 

son does all things and suffers all 

things with that freely bestowing joy 

which is his delight when through 

Christ he sees it in God, the dis-

penser of such great benefits.ò 

  - Martin Luther  

Brad Greenberg, in an editorial in 

the Wall Street Journal entitled, 

ñHow Missionaries Lost Their 

Chariots of Fire,ò wrote about how 

many protestant missionaries have 

lost sight of the most 

important aspect of 

their work: the sharing 

of the gospel. 

ñChristians today typi-

cally travel abroad to 

serve others, but not 
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necessarily to spread the gospel,ò he 

says. The focus of the missionariesô 

efforts are to fight poverty and hu-

man injustice. These are worthy 

causes, but this is no different than 

the work of the Red Cross. 

It is certainly important 

and characteristic of be-

lievers to love and serve 

neighbor, but the highest 

service that Christians 

offer their neighbors is 

the sharing the gospel, which is 

mankindôs greatest need. 

The spreading of the gospel is the 

central work of the missionary. Im-

portant to this is serving the earthly 

needs of others. This work of Chris-

tian love and compassion points to 

Christ who redeemed all mankind. 

Thanks be to God for our missionar-

ies around the world who faithfully 

proclaim Jesusô forgiveness.  
Missionary Schultz  teaches the 

gospel to children in Peru 

Luther, in his treatise, 

ñThe Freedom of a 

Christian,ò explains how 

ñA Christian is a per-

fectly free lord of all, 

subject to none,ò and ñA 

Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of 

all, subject to all.ò Through the right-

eousness of Christ, which is received 

only by faith, Christians are free from 

sin and death.  Yet at the same time 

Christians freely make themselves ser-

vants for the sake of their neighbors. 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704895204575321101671590716.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704895204575321101671590716.html
http://bookstore.blc.edu/three-treatises/product_info.php/products_id/1109
http://bookstore.blc.edu/three-treatises/product_info.php/products_id/1109
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