King of Grace Lutheran Church

The Messenger

Volume 1, Issue 5

January/February 2010

101 2nd St. NW
Waukon, IA 52172
563-568-3167

www.kingofgracelutheran.org

Pastor Kincaid Smith
Vicar Joshua Skogen

Upcoming Events:

Divine Services
Sundays, 9:00 a.m.

Bible Studies
Sundays , 10:00 a.m.
Wednesdays, 7 p.m.

Sunday School
Sundays , 10:00 a.m.

Youth Bible Study
Thursdays, 7:20 a.m.
Meet at Hardees

Inside this issue:

A Word from our 2
Fathers

Know Your Liturgy: 2
The Kyrie Eleison

Current Events: 2
The intolerance of
Christian love

Bible Super Quiz 3

Need a new Bible? 3

_  Message from Vicar Skogen...

What is in store for you in

2010? Early in 2010, the
biggest news story is the earthquake in
Haiti. Certainly we pray for all those af-
fected by the disaster, and I encourage
those who wish to assist with relief ef-
forts in some way to do so. (If you wish
to help, you can send a check to ELS Re-
lief Fund, 6 Browns Court, Mankato,
MN, 56001.)

The people of Haiti had no idea that this
was going to happen. And the truth is,
we don’t know what our own future
holds. Will God bless you with health,
wealth and peaceful lives? Or will He
allow you to suffer affliction, pain and
unrest? We do not know.

What we do know is God’s good and gra-
cious will, which He reveals to us in His
Word. God desires that no one perish
eternally. God spoke to His prophet Eze-
kiel (18:23), “Have I any pleasure in the
death of the wicked, declares the Lord
God, and not rather that he should turn
from his way and live?” Also, Paul, un-

God’s will in 2010

der the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,
writes in his first letter to Timothy (2:4),
“[God] desires all people to be saved and
to come to the knowledge of the truth.”

All people live on this earth for only a
short time. Yes, even 100 years is noth-
ing more than a blink of time compared
to the eternity that follows this life. In
our short lives, God works all things so
that instead of eternal damnation, we
may have eternal life through faith in
Christ. It may be difficult to understand
this when we are faced with trials. But
God promises to us through the words of
Paul (8:28), “For those who love God all
things work together for good.”

Through the crosses and trials of life,
God shows us our weakness and mortal-
ity, so that we may all the more turn to
the cross of Christ. In His suffering we
find the highest good: forgiveness of
sins, life and salvation!

Whatever God gives us in 2010, to Him
be all praise and glory for His gracious
will through our Savior, Christ the Lord!

Youth Bible Study

Vicar Skogen has been
meeting with the junior
and senior high youth for
Bible Study on Thursdays,
7:20 a.m. at Hardees.

This is an

The current topic of dis-
cussion is apologetics,
focusing on the biblical
teaching of creation in
opposition to the theory

course!

to attend.

of evolution. =

informal Bible Study, so
any topic on one’s mind
can be discussed—in
light of Scripture, of

All junior and senior
high youth are welcome
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A Word From Qur ©!h°r meritwould

Fathers

Rom. 11:6 the apostle writes: If by
grace, then it is no more of
works; otherwise grace is no
more grace. But if it be of works,
then it is no more grace; other-
wise work is no more work. The
apostle tries to make the element
of grace quite plain. He invites his
readers to reflect that, when they
admit that their salvation is “by
grace,” it cannot be by merit, for
that would destroy the idea of
grace. Adding merit to grace ren-
ders grace void. In that case all
talk of grace is miserable bosh. On
the other hand, if salvation is by
the merit of works, grace does not

not be merit. Nothing
remains, then, for a per-
son but to believe firmly
mercy, by faith. Even
when his faith bears
good fruits, these follow
later, after he has re-
ceived all that is neces-
sary for his salvation.
First a person is saved,
then he becomes godly.
First he must be made

Carl Ferdinand Wilhelm Walther
was born October 25, 1811 in
Saxony, Germany. In 1838, he left
with about 700 other Germans to
America, because of the persecu-

® tion the Lutherans received at the
hand of the authorities. In 1847,
Walther became the first presi-
dent of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.

Walther was a staunch defender of the Lutheran
faith. Like Martin Luther, Walther emphasized
that Scripture is the one and only source of all the-
ology. In future years, he was deservedly given the
title, “The American Luther.”

an heir of heaven , then
he becomes a different

Walther’s primary work is his book, “The Proper
Distinction between Law and Gospel,” from which

person. Here we have

this excerpt is taken. (Read it online here)

the wonderful quality of
the Christian religion. If a person
wants to do everything himself to
get to heaven, he is lost. No; he

must first be made an heir of
heaven and be saved; after that he
begins to live a life filled with grati-
tude to God.

Know Your Liturgy: Kyrie Eleison (Lord Have Mercy)

We hear these words, “Lord, have
mercy” often in Scripture. The ten
lepers cried in their hoarse voices,
“Jesus, Master, have mercy on

us!” (Luke 17:13). The blind beggar
at Jericho, cried out, “Jesus, Son of
David, have mercy on me!” (Luke

18:37-38).

In some forms of worship,
the Kyrie is placed after
the confession of sins an
before the absolution. In

The primary
request of the
El Kyrie is peace
with God.

this location, it is a penitential cry.
However, the Kyrie actually has a
much fuller meaning, and is better
placed after the absolution and the
introit. Our request in the Kyrie is
that God graciously give us all we
need and help us in all things. The
primary request is that God
give us peace—peace with
Him through the saving
work of Christ.

The cry of the Kyrie is not

an uncertain one. But as the writer
to the Hebrews states, “Let us
therefore come boldly to the throne
of grace, that we may obtain mercy
and find grace to help in time of
need” (4:16). We come humbly, but
also confidently to God, asking for
His mercy knowing that God gives
us His kingdom and His righteous-
ness, and seeking those things, all
that we need shall be added to it

(Mt. 6:33).

Current Events: The intolerance of Christian love

Recently Brit Hume, a former tele-
vision journalist on Fox News
Channel (FNC), came under fire for
some comments he made as a guest
panelist on a FNC program. When
the panel was discussing the Tiger
Woods affairs, Hume suggested
that Woods turn from his Buddhist
faith to the Christian faith, because
Christianity offers forgiveness and
redemption that Buddhism does

not.

Hume did not back down from his
statement, and rightfully so. Chris-
tians have been given the gift of the
knowledge of the truth, that is, the
gospel of Christ. This is not because
Christians are smarter, or more
deserving of this knowledge, but
only because of God’s grace.

We believe that salvation from eter-
nal damnation, which all people

deserve, is only through faith in Je-
sus Christ. Now wouldn’t the loving
thing to do be to tell others about
the forgiveness in Jesus Christ, so
that they may believe in Him and
have life eternal? Of course.

The world is intolerant of this love,
but Christians should not repent of
this love, but should gladly share
the good news in Christ, which the
world so desperately needs to hear.
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6. Who was the first king of Is-
rael?

Bible Super Quiz

. Expert
Th.e first three questions equal one 3. What did God create on the 7. Who is the -ﬁr'st recorded mar-
point each, the next three equal first day of creation? tyr of the Christian Church?
two points each, and the last three 8. What was the first city Israel

equal 3 points each. Add up your
points for each question you an-
swer correctly to find your total
score.

conquered after they crossed
over the Jordan into Canaan?
9. What event in Jesus’ life
marked the beginning of His
public ministry?

Intermediate

4. Who was the first human born?
5. Who was the first of Isaac’s
sons?

Topic: Since we are in the first
months of the year, the topic will

deal with firsts or beginnings. ]‘!ﬁ‘ f. | fm»'ﬁ ﬁm Wm | r.frjﬁg‘

Beginner

1. What is the first book of the Bi-
ble? *(L1-€1:€ ‘1eIy) ueplop oy} ur wisndeq
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2. What was Jesus’ first recorded
miracle?

5. Equips the laity for works of ser-
vice, with a particular focus on
evangelism in their various voca-
tions/callings in life

6. Presents a uniquely Lutheran
study Bible that features genuinely

Need anew Bibleg 1. Presents justifica-

i ] tion by grace alone,
Concordia Publishing House last through faith alone,

year came out with “The Lutheran i, Christ alone, as
Study Bible (TLSB).” It is based on  the chief teaching of
the English Standard Version. What = geripture.

THE

sets this Bible apart is the “Lutheran 5 properly distin- i Lutheran notes and comments
Study” aspect. The introductions for gyjshes and applies throughout, references to the Lu-
each book in Scripture and their Law and Gospel theran Confessions where appro-
summaries, the study notes (and 3. Emphasizes God’s work through priate, focus on the Small Cate-
there are many!), the charts and ar-  the means of grace chism for helps and explanations,
ticles are written by confessional 4. Functions from a ‘Scripture alone’  citations from Luther throughout,
Lutherans. The following are the six  point of view and presents a and materials to aid daily devotion
goals established for the production  <gcripture interprets Scripture’ ap- and prayer.
of TLSB: proach to using the Bible.
Worship services are at 9:00 We have several opportunities for Christian
a.m. on Sundays. education.
We have fellowship time after Bible Class - Sundays 10 a.m. Currently
church with coffee and treats. P l ease we are studying the doctrine of justifica-
We have activities throughout the . . tion
year for the edification of our faith, ] on Bible Class - Most Wednesdays 7:00
and also for the enjoyment of p-m. Currently we are studying the book
Christian fellowship. us ! of Hebrews.
Check out our website for all the Sunday School - Sundays 10:15 a.m.
events at King of Grace We also offer confirmation classes and

www.kingofgracelutheran.org adult information classes.



http://www.kingofgracelutheran.org
http://www.cph.org/cphstore/category.asp?find_category=97565&find_description=The%20Lutheran%20Study%20Bible&NU=0
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Looking for truth?
Check this out for yourselves. The Bible teaches that:

the triune God of Scripture is the one true God and there is
no other (Exodus 20:4-5; Isaiah 45:21; Luke 3:22)

God is a just and righteous God who cannot let sin go un-
punished (Numbers 14:18; Romans 1:18)

all people have sinned against God and deserve an eternity in
hell (Matthew 5:48; Romans 3:23, 5:12)

God is also a loving God that desires no one to suffer hell, but
to be saved (1 Tim 2:4; Ezekiel 18:23)

God sent His Son Jesus into the world to suffer on the cross
the wrath and punishment of God that we deserve (John 3:16;

Galatians 4:4-5) “Blessed are those who
whoever believes in Jesus will be saved, but whoever does hear the word Of God and
not believe will be condemned (John 3:18; Acts 4:12) keep it!” - Luke 11:28

Jesus lived a perfect life and died innocently for the forgive- ]
ness of your sins, so you may live with Him forever in € Come hear the
heaven. (John 6:40; Ephesians 1:7)

The Bible is God’s Word and is therefore true. (2 Tim 3:16; 2 Pet
1:21; John 17:17)

We faithfully preach Scripture alone, for it alone is the power of
God to salvation for all who believe. (Romans 1:16).
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