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1 Easter Sunday
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April 4, 9:00 a.m.
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Sunday)
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Message from Vicar Skogen...

.The

Apostl e
is not risen, your faith is futile;
you are

Christ did bodily rise from the dead. Our
Savior Jesus is a living God. We know this
because God says so in His Word. But this
is also a testifiable historic fact!

One difference between Christianity and
all other world religions is testability.
Buddhism bases its reliability on a per-
sonds experience of
ability on submission to Allah. Neither of
these are testable. Christianity is testable
because Jesus is a historic person. He
walked this earth, and He died on the
cross. We can test these claims as to
whether or not they are true. Paul, as his
quote above shows, hinges the reliability
of the Christian faith on the fact that Jesus
rose from the dead.

If He did not raise from the dead, Jesus
would have proved to be a fraud. He told
His disciples that He will rise from the
dead on the third day (Mt 16:21; Lk 9:22;
Jn 2:19-21). The Lord does not lie.

Many speculate that Jesus resurrected
only spiritually, or that He faked His
death. These speculations, however, are

The Apologetics of the Resurrection
Paulnot

worth a momentd
speculation has no evidential basis 2000

st i l1lCorisny).y o Lyears after the event.

I f we test the hist
tion, we do so on evidence, not specula-
tion. The evidence we have is eyewitness
accounts.

St. John saw the blood and water flow
from Jesusd pierced
Joseph of Ari mathea
in the tomb. Pilate put guards around the
tomb so that no one
corpse. On Friday, Jesus was dead.

>

On Sunday and the following days, Mary
Magdalene, the disciples, two believers on
the road to Emmaus, and 500 believers at
one time saw Jesus alive, and finally Paul
saw the living Jesus on the road to Da-
mascus. Such a number of eyewitness ac-
counts would hold up in any court of law.

Our Christian faith is based on historical
facts that Godods Wo
resurrection proves who He says He is:
The Son of God who died for our sins and
rose again on the third day! Go see where
He lay! The tomb is empty! Our Savior
lives! That means He gives everlasting life
to us who believe in Him!
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fRoad to Emmau

ABeginning at Moses
[Jesus] expounded to them in all the Scrip-

tures the things Ekon
24:27).The3o-mi nut e movi e,
mauso shows this ver

The beautiful gospel message that we are
forgiven all our si
shines through! Law and gospel is clearly
portrayed. In a way, the movie allows us to
share with the disciples the joy that our Re-
deemer lives! [SEE THE TRAILER!]

Interested in seeing it? Contact the church!
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Soon, the purpose of
Jesus' life became clear... and the travel-
ers' sadness turned to great joy. Now you
can learn what they learned. Discover the
key to Iife.. on tit
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A Word From Our
Fathers

When shall we rise? we are or-
dered now to sit: when will be
our rising? Whe
Look unto Him, who went before
you: for if you do not heed Him,
Ait is lost | ab
fore dawn. o6 Whe
When He had died. Hope there-
fore for your uplifting after your

ISt. Augustine of Hippo

WAl (354-430) was one of the
/| greatest Latin Church
|Fathers. For a time he
lived a hedonistic life-

W 9tyletaRdShen¥Ang un-
| der the influence of the
gnostic religion, Mani-

2.8 " ghaeism. Thoough thes e
hibligalanstrugsien of Ambirose gighop of
Milan, the Holy Spirit taught Augustine
the true Christian faith. Later Augustine
wrote against Manichaeism and other

death: have hope in the resurrec-
tion of the dead, because He rose

Augustineds

false teachings. This excerpt is from St.

side no otherwise than while dying.
If therefore He did not rise from

the dead except when He had died,
do you hope for exaltation save after
this life? But that this Psalm (127)
might teach you, in case you should
ask, When shall I rise? perhaps be-
fore I have sat down? he adds,
iwhen He hath giwv
sl eep. 0 God gives
loved have fallen asleep; then His
bel oved, that is,
For all indeed shall rise, but not as

exposit

i Hisbel$véd. Thére€is aR&s@rtedtisn

again and ascended. But where
did He sleep? On the Cross. When
He slept on the Cross, He bore a
sign, yea, He fulfilled what had been
signified in Adam: for when Adam
was asleep, a rib was drawn from
him and Eve was created (Gen 2:21-
22); so also while the Lord slept on
the Cross, His side was pierced with

a spear, and the Sacraments flowed
forth, whence the Church was born.
For the Church,
was created from His side, as Eve
was created from the side of Adam.
But as she was made from his side
no otherwise than while sleeping,
so the Church was created from His

of all the dead; but what says the
Apostl e? AWe shal
tshall not alilCor.b e
15:51). They rise unto punishment:
we rise as our Lord rose, that we
may follow our Head, if we are
members of Hi mé

- St. Augustine

Know Your Liturgy: Salutation

It is the very nature of the new man
in the Christian to love one another
and to desire blessings of God for
our neighbor. This is expressed in
the salutation. The salutation also
expresses the special relationship
between the congregants and their

pastor.

The pastor says,
you, 06 and the
replies to their shepherd,
saying, iANnd

spirit,o or i

The Lord
be with
you!

you. 0 Boaz, i n
angel to Mary, and Paul in some of
his letters gave this greeting (Ruth
2:4; Luke 1:28; 2 Thess 3:16).

The unique thing about the saluta-
tion is that it is a break from the sac-
rificial and sacramental aspects of
t%leTDri]Vlgle Lﬁt%r%y.ﬁln t}tl)e gacr\i,fvi?ial
elements, the pastor speaks
oaG'E)dI of Behalf of the peo-
ple. In the sacramental ele-

en\;cvs1 tl%e Rastor speaks on

t h behalf of God to the people. (More

on this will be covered in a future
issue.) In the salutation, it becomes
a conversation between the pastor
and the congregation entrusted into
his care.

In the salutation, Christians bless
one another. The blessings are then
received through the faithful hear-
ing of Godébs
Word in the Scripture readings and
the sermon which follow.

Current
A few years ago, the son of a found-
ing member of Hamas, Mosab Has-
san Yousef, converted to Christian-
ity, risking his life. At further risk of
his |ife he
which reveals the inherently violent
nature of the Islam religion.

He emphasizes that he is not writ-
ing against the Muslim people, but
against the god of the Islam relig-
ion. The Muslim people are victims

Event s:

nSon of

of the lies of the Quran.

To those who say that Islam is a re-
ligion of peace, he encourages them
t o r ehapder 9, viéerse 5 and

WT 01 €yerse 29 that put a death sentence

on everybody who
Islam. This is not new. This is not
the idea of a radical Muslim. This is
the ideology of the god of Islam

hi mself. o He
cannot be removed from Islam. It is

Ha mas 0

Re

an essential teaching.

-

SONNBEIHAMAS

Certainly, we pray,
that Muslims see the
lies of Mohammed
and find the truth of
Christ, the God of love
and compassion. Jesus does not vio-
lently demand our submission or
that we serve Him, but rather He

s a y scame to serve us and give His life as r

a ransom for many (Mt. 20:28).
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. Across but later repented and believed in
Bible Crossword 3.Theani-  Him
Holy Week and After . Z A mal J.esus. 2. He ordered soldiers to stand i
/ rodeinHis guard at Jesusd [t omb
1 triumphant entry into Jerusalem 3. The risen Jesus walked through
] B 5. In the Lordos a¥ckedp e r toseethedisaiplen € | S
- | Jesuso ___ _ 4. The disciple who betrayed Jesus
4 6. In the Lordos 7304h8nR&edasion,thd @sendsi a d
— 5 — 'S Jesuso appeared to more than
| 9. Event in Jesushondﬂedbéheverwe celebrate
6 on Easter 8. Godods servant| who
— = g ] 11. Garden in which Jesuswasbe- women at Jesuso6 |t omb
trayed risen
oo ] 14. Last apostle Jesus appeared to  10. The risen Jesus spoke with two
— 15. Disciple Jesus entrusted His disciplesontheroadto
| mot her Maryds c arie Thedisciples upanneeinghhe
H 2 13 Cross risen Jesus, made the beautiful
i 16. Jesusd resur rcoctfiesms i 0din f6iMymsLjor d
| | that Heisthe _ of God 13. Day of the week Jesus rose
" 19. To the repentant and believing ~ from the dead
6 7 g | thief on the cross next to Him, Je-  17. The Testament foretold
- sus_said, (?Today,Jeysstéwidlelatthe awidt hr e s
Me i n ___6© 18. The Testament tells of
] Down the fulfill ment |of J
— I [ — 1. The disciple who denied Jesus, resurrection
Youth Outing to Cresco Fitness Center Vicar Skogen and

On February 28th, the youth and
friends of King of Grace, enjoyed a
day of fun and food and fellowship
in Cresco, IA.

A group (of over twenty!) came from
Waukon to the Cresco Fitness Center
to meet the youth from our sister
congregations in New Hampton,
Calmar, Jerico and Saude.

The events started with a devotion
led by Vicar Skogen. The theme was
AChil dlike
10:15. God, like a parent, knows

what is best for us. Whether we are
little children or whether we have
read the Bible and Book of Concord
five times over, Christians humbly
submit and listen like a child to the
saving wisdom of
After the devotion, the youth gath-
ered for some fun ice-breakers in
the gym. The action then moved to
the pool for some lounging, swim-

ming, diving, hot-tubbing, and volley-
FMarkk h obabha s e d

on
After the fun at the CFC, the entire

his wife are good
about bringing
the camera, but
remembering to
take pictures is
atdthd Riater. MAshisd photo of the
Cresco Fitness Center from their web-
site. We were here!

group literally filled up the Pizza
Hut to get filled up with some
yummy pizza.

Confessional Lutherans know how
to have fun!

1 Worship services are at 9:00
a.m. on Sundays.

1 We have fellowship time after
church with coffee and treats.

1 We have activities throughout the

year for the edification of our faith,

and also for the enjoyment of
Christian fellowship.

1 Check out our website for all the
events at King of Grace
www.kingofgracelutheran.org

1 We have several opportunities for Christian edu-

cation.

Please
join
us!

1 We also

information classes.

1 Bible Class - Sundays 10:15 a.m. Currently
we are studying the doctrine of justification.

1 Bible Class - Wednesdays 7:00 p.m. Cur-
rently we are studying the book of Hebrews.
(This will resume after Easter)

1 Sunday School

- Sundays 10:15 a.m.
offer confirmation classes and adult
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Preaching Christ crucified
for the salvation of souls

4%
(on

Webdbre on the W
www.kingofgracelutheran.org

Please send your email address to

vicarskogen @kingofgracelutheran.org

if you wish to receive this newsletter by King of Grace Lutheran Church is a congregation of the
email Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS).

Looking for truth?

Check this out for yourselves. The Bible teaches that:

1 the triune God of Scripture is the one true God and there is
no other (Exodus 20:4-5; Isaiah 45:21; Luke 3:22)

1 Godisa just and righteous God who cannot let sin go un-
punished (Numbers 14:18; Romans 1:18)

1 all people have sinned against God and deserve an eternity in
hell (Matthew 5:48; Romans 3:23, 5:12)

1 Godis also a loving God that desires no one to suffer hell, but
to be saved (1 Tim 2:4; Ezekiel 18:23)

1 God sent His Son Jesus into the world to suffer on the cross
the wrath and punishment of God that we deserve (John 3:16;

Galatians 4:4-5) iBlessed are those who

9 whoever believes in Jesus will be saved, but whoever does hear the word of God and
not believe will be condemned (John 3:18; Acts 4:12) keep it!o- Luke 11:28

1 Jesus lived a perfect life and died innocently for the forgive-
ness of your sins, so you may live with Him forever in € Come hear the

heaven. (John 6:40; Ephesians 1:7)
The Bible is Godos triko edima:mod2Péts t her ef or e
1:21; John 17:17)

We faithfully preach Scripture alone, for it alone is the power of
God to salvation for all who believe. (Romans 1:16).
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